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Kol Nidre 


Transcribed by 
CHARLES J. ROBERTS 


The following explanation will give an idea of the significance of this Hebrew mel- 
ody in the Jewish service. 

- “Before sunset on the eve of the Day of Atonement, when the congregation has gath- 
ered in the synagogue, the Ark is opened and two rabbis (or two prominent members of 
the community) take from it two Torah scrolls (The Hebrew Bible). Then they take their 
places, one on each side of the leader in the worship (hazzan) and they recite in con- 
cert a formula which runs as follows: 

In the tribunal of heaven and the tribunal of earth, by the permission 
of God - blessed be He- and by the permission of this holy congregation, 
we hold it lawful to pray for the transgressors, 

“Thereupon the leader in the worship chants the Aramaic prayer (beginning with the 
words ‘Kol Nidre’) with its marvelously plaintive and touching melody. The leader then 
closes with the benediction: ‘Blessed art thou, O Lord, our God, King of the Universe, 
who hast preserved us and hast brought us to enjoy this season? . After it the Torah scrolls 
are replaced and the customary evening service begins.” 

* * * * * * א * 

There are probably no two synagogues in which this melody is chanted in identical- 
ly the same form or arrangement; the divergencies, however, are not radical,and they 
are no more than are inherent in a composition not due to a single originator, but built 
up and elaborated by many in turn, and handed down by them in distinct lines of 


tradition. | 
This version by Charles J. Roberts excels other existing editions used inthis coun- 
try and 8220806 in many respects. . To begin with, the text, both in English and 


Hebrew, has been properly fitted to the music; secondly the interpretation in not left 
to the caprice of the individual, but must follow the prescribed musical form. These 
features, together with the general practical plan of all the various arrangements, 
will enable both a traditional and musically correct performance by our great mass of 
music-lovers, and thereby create renewed and ever-increasing interest in this most 
beautiful of all Hebrew melodies, 
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